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ABSTRACT: In this talk, I will share my personal journey from academia to a successful 
career, emphasizing the pivotal role my PhD played. Straying from convention, I took a step off 
the beaten path and chose the road less traveled. My path has been riddled with bold 
decisions, hard-fought victories, and invaluable lessons learned. Join me as I share my ups 
and downs as I navigated the unconventional path to find my way to where I am today – a 
place I’m very happy to be. 
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